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AD  VERTISKMEN  T. 


Tiir:  Author,  having-  oeen  uiforuved  that  no  public  iiOtice  would  be  taken 
of  "the  Ar.niversa.ry  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgriiris,''*  in  the  adjoining'  towns, 
Lad  concluiled  tiiat  tliere  would  be  none  in  this  tow  n.  But  finding-,  on  the 
Slonday  preceding",  that  a  number  of  the  inhiibitants  were  disappointed  that 
no  mention  had  been  made  to  the  congreg-adon  on  tlae  Subbath,  of  an  in- 
tended celebration  of  it,  he  was  induced,  by  their  solicitation,  to  prepare  the 
following-  discourse ;  and,  at  their  request,  and  that  of  others  who  were 
present  at  the  delivery  of  it,  it  is  new  publibbed. 
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A  DISCOURSE,  4y. 


Deut.  xsxii.  7- 

Keraember  the  days  of  old,  consider  the  yerd-s  of  many  generations  :  ask 
thy  father,  "and  he  will  shew  thee  ;  thy  elders,  and  they  will  tell  thee. 

It  has  long  been  a  favourite  employment  of  mankind,  to  explore 
the  origin  of  the  civil  states,  to  \Thich  they  have  belonged.  The 
entertainment  which  thej  have  sought,  anil  which  their  poets 
and  orators  have  laboured  to  give,  in  this  employment,  has,  how- 
ever, very  commonly  been  the  inere  gratification  of  national 
pride.  But  for  a  very  different  purpose,  were  the  Israelites  com- 
manded to  enquire  of  their  fatiiers  and  elders,  concerning  their 
original.  It  ;va3  that  they  might  be  informed  of  the  kluflness 
which  God  had  shewn  to  their  ancestors,  and  through  them  to 
their  posterity  ;  tliat  they  might  be  impressed  with  their  peculiar 
obligations,  and  be  excited  to  grateful  obedience ;  that  they  might 
learn  to  set  their  hope  in  God,  and  cleave  to  his  service.  It  is 
for  this  purpose,  that  you  have  been  invited  to  spend  a  part  of 
this  evening,  in  reviewing  some  of  those  €vents  in  Divine  Provi- 
dence, which,  during  the  last  two  centuries,  have  brought  into 
existence,  and  crowned  with  distinguished  blessings,  the  States  of 
New-England. 

The  fathers  of  Xew-E:iglr.nd  were,  as  you  well  know,  Puritans. 
This  name  was  given,  as  a  term  of  reproach,  more  than  two  cen- 
tuiies  ago,  to  a  considerable  part  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Eng- 
land, in  consequence  of  their  exertions  to  eiTect  a  greater  purity 
of  worship,  of  discipline,  and  of  life,  than  was  generally  observed. 
The  dominant  party  in  that  church,  principally  from  motives  of 
expediency,  determined  to  retain  those  usages  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  which  were  consitlerrjd  indifferent;  that  is,  were  cot  ex- 
plicitly forbidden  by  the  scriptures ;  such  as-  the  sign  of  the  cross 
in  baptism,  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jesus,  kneeling  at  the  Lord's 
supper,  and  wearing  the  surplice  and  other  appointed  vestments, 
in  public  ministrations  ;  while  the  oilier  party,  who  were  stigma- 
tizeil  as  puritans,  chose  to  abolish  thcic  entirely,  and  form  the 
church,  exclusively,  according  to  the  institutions  of  Christ  and 
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the  apostles.  The  observance  of  these  ceremonies  might,  bow- 
ever,  have  been  a  subject  of  debate  merely,  until  it  could  have 
been  amicably  settled,  had  it  been  left  discretionary  ;  but  early 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  a  statute  was  passed,  called  the  Act  of 
Uniformity,  requiring,  under  severe  penalties,  a  uniform  obser- 
vance of  a^l  the  rites,  liolidays,  and  habits  of  the  established 
church.  By  virtue  of  this  act,  under  that  and  the  succeeding 
reign,  several  thousands  of  ministers,  many  of  whom  were  among 
the  most  leained,  pious,  and  esteemed  in  the  realm,  were  ejected 
from  their  livings,  and  suspended  from  their  public  functions. — 
Some  were  reduced  to  extreme  poverty  by  fines  ;  others  were 
immured  in  common  prisons  ;  and  others  fled  to  foreign  countries, 
for  the  enjoyment  of  those  inestimable  rights  which  w^ere  denied 
them  at  home  ;  w  hile  their  churclies  were  scattered  abroad,  desti- 
tute of  the  ministrations  of  the  gospel,  or  enjoying  them  only  as 
occasions  allowed  them  to  meet  in  retired  assemblies.  Under 
accumulated  suScrings,  and  in  despair  of  the  desired  reformation, 
a  nucnVier  of  them,  in  the  year  1563,  after  solemn  consultation  and 
prayer,  "  rf'solved  to  break  off  from  the  public  churches,  and  to 
assemble,  as  they  had  opportunit}',  in  private  houses  or  elsewhere, 
to  worship  God,  in  a  manner  that  might  not  offend  against  the 
light  of  their  own  consciences."  Still  they  were  hunted  from  their 
.  ^  retreats  ;  and  both  clergy  and  laity,  who  were  found  attending 
upon  the  worship  of  God,  in  a  manner  diiierent  from  the  national 
forms,  were  sure  to  feel  tlie  heavy  arm  of  religious  intolerance. 
.  j^Iany  of  them  were  even  condenmed  without  juries  ;  without 
having  the  witnesses  against  them  in  court ;  and  without  so  much 
as  knowing,  specifically,  the  crimes  alleged  against  tliera  ;  and  in- 
deed such  was  the  rage  of  persecuting  bigotry,  and  such  the  disso- 
luteness of  the  age,  that  whoever  maintained  an  unusual  sane  tit}' 
of  life,  was  a  conscientious  observer  of  tlie  Sabbath,  or  was  zeal- 
ously employed  in  some  of  the  most  essential  duties  of  religion, 
became  a  subject  of  suspicion  as  a  puritan  ;  and  if  he  was  so  hap- 
py as  to  escape  the  civil  arm,  he  became  a  mark  for  the  finger 
of  scorn. 

Among  tlie  worthies  vviio  were  tlius  harassed  was  the  Rev.  John 
Robinson,  an  eminent  minister  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  Des- 
0       pairing,  with  his  church,  of  being  allowed  to  worship  God,  accor- 
ding to  their  views  of  duly,  at  home,  they  determined  to  seek  the 
privilege  abroad.    Accordingly,  about  the  year  1Q07,  they  remo- 
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ved  in  a  body  to  Amsterdam  ;  and,  not  finding  their  situation  here, 
in  all  res|)ects,  suite<l  to  their  religious  comfort  and  prosperity,  they 
look  u[)  their  lesidence  the  next  year  at  Leyden.  Here  they 
mi:i;ht  have  quietly  remained,  but  tliey  trembled  fv>r  their  chihkeo. 
and  were  anxious  also  lest  their  happy  fraternity  should  not  be 
suHicicntly  replenished  with  accessions.  Perceiving  the  uemorul- 
iz'ing  influence  of  their  neighbours  upna  the  rising  generation,  and 
animated  by  the  desire  and  the  iiope  of  eatablishini;  the  kingdom 
of  the  Redeemer  in  a  broad  land,  they  adopted  tha  resolution, 
after  much  deliberation  and  prayerful ness,  of  removing  to  America. 
A  part  of  the  congregation,  it  uas  resolved,  should  Qrst  remove, 
and  tlie  rest  remain,  with  their  !  as  tor,  till  the  proposed  settle- 
ment shouhl  have  commenced.  h\  July,  1020,  this  band  of  pil- 
grims, united  by  affection,  which  notliiug  but  tried  fello'5\ship  in 
the  gospel,  and  common  surTerings  fur  Clirist's  sake,  coukl  prod;ice, 
^vere  assembled  upon  the  shore  of  Delft-Haven,  for  a  mouruful 
separation.  V/iiilf  tlie  prayers  and  exhortations  of  their  venerated 
pastor  were  sounding  for  tlie  last  tirr.e  iu  their  cars,  and  sighs  and 
sobs  wer€  bur-.ting  from  every  heart,  the  chosen  adventurers  were 
borne  away.  A  prosperous  gale  soon  wafted  them  to  the  English 
shore.  Being  there  joined  by  several  of  tlieir  friends,  as  had  been 
previously  concerted,  their  whole  number  was  one  hundred  and 
one  ;  and  after  being  tossed  more  thau  two  months  upon  the 
stormy  deep,  tliey  arrived  on  the  lOth  of  Noveml^er,  upon  the 
bleak  and  barren  shores  of  Cape  Cod.  Immediately  after  their 
lamiing,  they  fell  upon  their  knees,  \\ith  hearty  praises  to  God, 
who  had  been  ilieir  assurance,  wlien  far  oH'at  sea." 

Tiieir  original  destination  was  the  mouth  of  ITiidson's  river^ 
The  rigiit  of  seUlement  upon  the  favoured  seats  ai)out  that  place, 
tliey  obtained,  at  much  expense,  from  the  London  Company  ; 
together  with  soma  informal  intim;ttions  from  the  throne,  that  they 
might  there  enjoy  their  religion  unmolested.  But  the  ship-master, 
historians  of  that  time  assert,  being  a  Dutchman,  was  bribed  by 
his  countrymen,  who  were  themselves  desirous  of  occiipying  that 
territory,  to  conduct  the  company  to  these  northern  coasts. 
Brought  to  (hose  coasts,  when  tlie  season  was  too  far  advanced 
to  permit  them  to  go  in  search  of  another  habitation,  tliey  were 
reduc»;d  to  the  necessity  of  remaining;  and  perceiving  that  they 
were  not  only  beyond  their  own  linnis,  but  beyond  those  of  the 
company  from  which  they  derived  tlieir  title,  they  iuslituted  a 
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separate  goverament  for  themselves*  Oa  the  1 1  th  o?  Noveru" 
ber,  before  they  lamleii,  they  entered  into  a  solemn  covenant, 
lis  which,  after  (leclaiirig  that  they  had  undertaken  to  plant, 
a  colony,  "  for  the  glory  of  God,  the  advcuicement  of  Christian 
faith,  anil  the  honour  of  Iheir  king  and  country,"  and  "  pro- 
fessing their  loyalty  to  tiicir  sovereign  lord  King  James,"  they 
com!)iaed  tliemselves  into  a  body  politic,  "  for  the  purpose  of 
making  equal  laws,  for  tiie  general  good." 

^  After  vai'oua  unsiicccisful  attempts  to  find  a  place  for  settle- 
ment, an  exploring  i>aity  enteied  the  harbour  of  Plymouth.  In 
a  severe  srorm  on  a  Decemlier  night,  their  little  bark  was  cast 
upon  an  island  in  the  harbour.  Ueie  they  dried  their  stiffened 
cloti  etj,  and,  the  next  day  beiag  Saturday,  concluded  to  remain 
till  aftf T  the  Sabbath.  Neither  the  urgency  of  their  errand,  nor 
the  iaconvcnience  of  their  condition  could  prevent  their  devout 
celf  braiion  of  the  hallowed  rest.  On  their  return,  the  adjoining 
sphere  was  the  spot  agreed  upon  by  the  company,  as  their  resting 
place.  Hereon  the  22i»  of  December,  1620,  tlie  pilgrims  landed; 
and  the  r,;ck  on  which  they  first  stepped,  is  raemorable  by  the 
name  of  "  fore-fathers'  rock, '  to  this  day.. 

The  first  colonists  of  Piymouth,  together  Vrith  those  of  New- 
England  generally,  have  very  comnaonly  been  confounded,  in 
regard  to  th  nr  religious  tenets,  with  the  Brov;nists  of  that  day. 
These  were  a  sect  of  violent  separatists,  which  arose  in  England 
f^bout  the  year  1580,  which,  besides  renouncing  the  communion  of 
the  English  church,  avov/e^l  sentiments  manifestly  subversive  of 
ni)03to!ical  order.  It  apj-rars  indeed  to  be  a  fact  that  Mr.  Robin- 
son, under  the  galling  yoke  of  ecclesiastical  oppression,  did,  for 
a  season,  favour  their  caiiie  ;  but  o:i  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
fhem,  iie  not  only  rer.ouiiccd  thc'r  n  nne,  bu[  labourrd  with  great 
success  to  recover  them  from  their  errors.  Many  of  them  attached 
themselves  to  him,  and  were  distinguished  trom  the  rest,  and 
from  o!iicr  Christian  denominations,  by  the  name  of  Independents. 
They  as-umed  this  name  because  they  maintained,  tliat  each 
congregation  of  Christians  has  complete  power  of  jurisdiction, 
over  its  ov,  n  members,  and  is  in  no  respects  accountable  to  an- 
other ecclesiastical  tribunr.l.  For  the  same  reason  the  sect  has 
also  been  called  Congregational.  Of  the  numerous  churches, 
both  in  England  and  America,  which  have  since  been  distin- 
Sjuished  by  that  name,  Mr.  Hobinscn  app^»r.'  so  far  as  it  is  proper 


to  call  any  man  by  the  Dame,  the  father.  They  ackno'vvl^ 
edged  the  d  jctrinal  articles  of  the  Church  of  England  to  contain 
the  esseulial  doctrines  of  the  Gcspel,  ajul  venerated  her  as  a 
Church  of  Christ.  With  the  reformed  churches  generally  they 
had  a  free  and  cordial  cocmunion ;  differing  from  them  in  no 
important  point,    e:?cept  that   of  ecclesiastical  government. — 

Instead  of  differing  from  all  other  Christian  societies,"  observes 
Dr.  Mosheim,  "  it  may  be  rather  said  of  the  Independents,  that 
they  perfectly  agreed  with  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  Re- 
formed churches."  BIr.  Hume  also  has  left  concerning  them  the 
remarkable  testimony  that,  "of  all  Christian  sects,  this  was  the 
first  ^vhich  during  its  prosperity,  as  well  as  its  adversity,  alwrjys 
adopted  the  principle  of  tolej-ation"; — a  testimony  ^vhich,  per- 
versely false  as  it  certainly  is,  in  relation  to  other  Christian  sects, 
13  honourable  to  the  fathers  of  New-England. 

The  prospects  of  the  infant  colony  at  Plymouth,  planted  upoE 
the  borders  of  an  immense  v  ildernes.-  ;  entering  upon  the  sever- 
ities of  a  northern  winte-r;  without  a  shelter  ;  without  sufScieat 
means  of  sustenance;  without  a  prospect  of  immediate  supplies, 
or  a  pledge  of  future  support  from  tbeir  parent  country  ;  and 
surrounded  by  savage  hords,  must,  to  a  degree  beyond  our  con- 
conception,  have  been  appalling;  yet  they  were  firm  to  their 
purpose.  They  believed  their  cause  to  be  approved  of  God, 
and  committed  to  him  the  event.  Long  was  the  trial  of  their  faith. 
By  exposure,  toil,  and  scarcity  or  unwholesomt'ness  of  food,  a 
mortal  sickness  prevailed  among  them,  by  which  forty-six  of  their 
number,  before  the  opening  of  spring,  were  numbered  with  the 
dead.    And  when 

 "  From  the  brond  chiimbers  of  the  south 

.  Look'd  out  tlie  joyous  spring-," 

lluir  heaviest  calamity  was  yet  to  come.  Their  beloved  governor, 
the  excellent  Carver,  suddenly  fainted  under  his  labours  and  died. 
But  from  this  time  their  prospects  brightened.  In  the  enjoyment 
of  mutual  amity,  undisturbed  in  the  possession  of  their  dearest 
privileges,  and  animated  with  the  hope  of  final  success,  thev  per- 
severed in  their  arduous  and  honourable  labours,  with  slowiv  in- 
creasing numbers  and  strength,  till  they  were  annexed  to  a  s'ster 
cjjony,  growing  u[)  more  j)0werfu!ly  at  their  side. 

In  England,  the  oppressive  hand  cf  the  prehicy  being  in  no  de- 
ZTKiC  lightened,  and  the  nv.miK^r  of  ron-confornihts  conliauafly  \n- 
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creasing,  n  spirit  of  emigration  \fas  becoming  prevalent  The 
eyes  of  the  sufferers  were  tiirne«l  to  the  western  world.  The 
fame  of  the  Plymouth  colony  iuu!  reached  them.  The  prosjjects 
of  the  American  church  opened  to  their  view*  They  saw  iiere  a 
peaceful  habitation  for  the  living  Goil,  and  hastened  to  resort  to  it. 

In  the  year  1G20,  several  noblemen  and  others  had  obtained 
from  Kin^;  James,  for  purposes  of  commerce,  a  grant  of  New-En^^- 
Jand.  Tiiey  were  styled  "  the  Plymouth  Council."  No  sooner 
•was  the  settlement  of  New  Plymouth  by  Blr.  Robinson's  congre- 
g-^tion  estaolisbed,  than  several  gentlemen  of  piety,  character,  and 
vrealth,  were  associated,  chiefly  by  the  exertions  of  the  Rev.  lUr. 
"While  of  Dorchester,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  contiguous 
colony,  on  Jric^ilar  principles  ;  and,  w  ith  this  object  in  view,  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  the  Plymouth  Council  for  the  purchase  of 
that  part  of  New-England  which  lies  about  Massachusetts-Bay. 
Having  thus  acquired  the  right  of  territory,  they  soon  after  re- 
ceived, by  royal  charter,  the  right  of  goverjiment.  By  the  name 
of  "  the  Governor  and  Company  of  jMassachusetts-Bay,"  they 
were  constituted  a  body  politic  ;  the  executive  power  of  which 
was  vested  in  a  governor,  de|)uty-governor,  and  eighteen  assist- 
ants. Thus,  in  the  year  1627,  was  founded,  by  legislative  act, 
the  colony  of  Massncliusetfs.  The  same  year,  a  company  of  about 
one  hundred  person?,  under  the  government  of  Mr.  John  Eudicott, 
a  proprietor,  arrived  Sab  m,  and  lai<l  the  foundation  of  the  set- 
tlement. The  next  spring,  three  hundred  were  added  to  their 
num!>er,  accompanied  by  two  ministers  of  the  gospel,  with  the 
various  provisions  necessary  in  the  formation  of  the  colony.  In 
1630,  the  corporation  itself,  w  ith  their  charter,  and  a  great  number 
of  adventurers,  among  whom  were  many  persons  of  ranl^,  education, 
and  artliieuce,  in  seventeen  sliips,  succeeded.  Governor  Win- 
thro  >,  the  father  and  hea.l  of  the  colony,  Lieut.  Gov.  Dudley,  sev- 
eral of  the  assistant?,  four  distinguished  ministers,  and  more  than 
fiReen  hundred  others,  composed  the  compriny  ;  who,  on  fheir  ar- 
rival, were  planted  on  the  seats  of  those  beautiful  towns  which 
border  upon  Massachusetts-Bay-  But  they  were  not  permitted  to 
enjoy  their  retreat,  without  a  trial  of  their  constancy,  similar  to 
that  which  the  colony  at  Ply  mouth  had  endured.  The  succeed- 
ing winter  commenceil  in  Decem!)er  with  great  severity.  They 
were  protected  from  its  bhrsts  by  only  miserable  shelters.  Some 
were  frozen  ;  many  languished  under  disease  ;  and,  a3  the  last 


Vifi!  of  thpir  fMt'i,  ffrovi^ion5?  f:n!e'L  Dai?y  their  siippiicatloTt^" 
«tro«e  to  Goi\  for  their  preservation  ;  a  day  of  special  faslin^  and 
prayer  was  appointed;  and  Me,  -vvlios^  ear  is  open  to  the  righteous, 
heard  their  cries.  The  d.iy  before  the  appointed  fast,  the  ship 
I. ion,  which  had  -  been  ?ent  (o  EniTlniid  for  S!ip[>!it-s,  was  seen 
ridinc:,  amid-t  heavy  drifts  of  ice,  into  the  harbour.  She  arrived 
safe,  laden  with  provisions,  and  the  appointed  fast  was  observed 
as  a  day  of  public  thanksjrivjnj;.  On  this  event,  which  hy  one 
of  a  thous.nid  occ5ir:ences  rniglit  have  been  prevented,  the  exist- 
ence of  the  colony  seems  to  have  depended  :  and  from  this  time 
new  accessions  were  madf^,  till  the  3*ear  1640,  v>hen,  by  the  civil 
•war  in  Ens^iand,  et?:i^ralion  wns  cht'cked.  The  whole  nurrji)er  of 
emigrants  to  New-England ,  at  that  time,  is  supposed  to  have 
exceeded  twenty  thousand.  -^^^s - 

Soon  after  the  settlement-:,  on  IVTassncbuset'iS-Esy  were  estnhlish-i 
ed,  a  considerable  Dumber  of  fhe  ori'^inaJ  planters  removed  to 
Cojweetlcat  River,  and  laid  the  foi  ndation  cf  the  State  in  wh.ich 
we  esteem  it  our  happiness  to  have  been  born,  fn  16^5,  some  by 
water,  and  some  across  U^e  wilderness,  removed  to  \he  present 
seats  of  Hartford,  Wirdsor.  and  vVethersfield.  And  here  again 
was  renewed  the  trial  of  su'reriiij;  which  the  sister  colonies  had 
experienced.  By  the  25t}5  «T  November,  Connecticut  lliver  was 
froze.!  over.  Heavy  falls  of  s'.iow  succeeded,  'j'he  season  waa^ 
intensely  cold.  Not  eren  -olerahle  houses,  in  suiTicient  number, 
had  been  erected.  Several  vessels,  laden  uilh  furniture  and  pro- 
Tisions,  were  wrecked  up'on  t];e  coast  ;  and  others  ^\ ere  barred  by 
the  ice  against  ascendinji:  the  river.  By  these  muitiplied  disasters, 
provisions,  «o  early  as  Decetj/ber,  began,  in  eaci)  of  the  settle- 
ments, to  fail.  In  these  circumstances,  "our  fathers  looked  one 
upon  another  amazenu  nt/'  T/?n/  ^^^^^  perplcxfJ.,  hd  not  in 
drspiir.  In  tlie  hope  of  meciinc:  sujjplies,  some  of  them  travel- 
led down  the  river,  and,  by  a  series  of  wonderful  provitlcntial  cir- 
cumstances, were  restored  to  their  friends  at  Boston;  and  those 
who  remained  prociirtni,  by  huntin^r,  by  the  wild  ir^owth  of  the 
woods,  and  other  means,  a  scanty  subsistence.  E>ir!y  in  the  next 
year,  those  who  had  crone  to  the  oripnnl  colony,  Piccocipanied  by 
many  of  their  friend?,  returned.  In  the  summer,  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
HooUer  and  Stone,  Gov.  Huvnes  and  others joinetl  the  colony,  so 
tiiat  its  three  settlements  are  sirppose<l  to  have  contained,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  not  less  than  a  hiinthed  and  fifty  families.  Thes* 
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were  living;  in  the  hcippiest  umion,  an»l  animated  by  the  most  joyful 
anticipations,  when  5!]<Uieniy  a  cloiui  of  portentous  asjiect  was^ 
dra'v'vn  owr  ihem.  V/ith  the  cpening  of  ihe  next  year,  it  "^ppeaivd 
tJiat  an  Indian  "^var  ^c.s  ineviiable.  The  jerJousy  of  the  natives 
"waB  awake.  By  the  most  powerful  of  tlieir  trihes,  an  extermina- 
tion of  tlie  rising  cok^iies  was  determined.  Five  hundred  war- 
riors,  trained  to  the  subtlety  and  barbarities  of  savage  warfare, 
TTcre  prepared  to  execute  th.e  design.  At  Wethersfield  and  sev- 
eral other  places,  they  had  conimenced  iiostilitiea.  No  aiterna- 
tive  but  an  offensive  attack  remained  to  the  colonists.  Nor  was 
time  to  be  lost.  On  ti^e  lOth  of  May,  Cnpt.  Mason,  with  a  band 
of  ninety  men,  was  ccnijr.i.ssioned  to  the  important  service,  and 
on  the  2Jih,  ijv  the  frivoui'  of  propitious  heaven,  and  with  the  loss 
of  but  two  men,  he  accomplished  it.  By  an  expedition  w])icb, 
for  conduct,  valour,  dispatch,  success,  and  the  interests  depending; 
has,  perhaps^  never  Lecis  exceedetl,  the  seat  of  their  enemie?; 
was  destroyed.,  and  tii_5r  power  eompietelr  broken.  By  that 
memorable  event,  and  the  further  victory  v.hicii  imniediafely  en- 
sued, dismay  pervaded  the  Indian  tribes  who  were  not  amicably 
disf)ose<],  till  the  colonies  had  acquired  a  degree  of  strength  which 
could  not  be  overcome. 

In  was  formed  a  fourth  New-Kngland  colony.    Early  m 

that  year,  under  tlie  ausjiices  of  3Ir.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Davenport, 
the  former  ct  whom  ha<l  been  an  eminent  merchant,  and  the  lattet 
an  eniinent  iulni^ter,  in  London,  was  begun  the  settlement  of 
New-Haven.  On  the  4th  of  June,  itioO,  the  planter;;  formed 
their  coDstituiioii,  and  on  the  Jlh  of  Octoijer  they  organized  their 
government,  when  IMr.  Eaton  was  chosen  their  governor."  This 
colony  was  united  to  thai  of  Connecticut,  in  consequence  of  its 
having  been  inclutlcd  in  the  limits  as^iined  by  charter  to  the 
latter,  in  the  year  16tj5  ;  es  was  also  the  colony  of  Plymouth  to 
that  of  ^lassachuselts,  and  for  a  similar  reason,  in  the  year  1692. 

Tht  p-esent  State  of  Rliode-Isiand  was  constituted  a  royal  pro^ 
viace  in  tlie  year  1G4G,-  and  tiiat  of  New-Hampshire,  in  1U7^. 
Vermont  was  never  a  chartered  [province,  but  declared  heiseif  & 
free  and  ij:de>>endent  Sliite,  in  ti.e  year  1  777. 

Such  was  the  origin  of  New-Engi.and,  tiiat  distinguished  corn-  . 
munity,  to  whici\  we  gl'.-';'y  in  belonging,  and  the  buitit-day  of 
which,  we  i\  U  evening  ccicbrate, — a  community  which  now  pro- - 
bably  contrans  a  thousand  town^,  arrd  a  mliiiQa  au4  a  half  of 
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people;  and  in  which  ate  not  less  thin  fifteen  huuditd  cluircbes ; 
four  thousand  schools  ;  eight  coll-^ges  ;  and  as  great  a  measure  of 
knowledge,  virtue,  trauquiility,  pienfr,  health,  End  social  enjoy- 
ment, as  in  any  other  equal  portion  of  the  earth. 

The  primary  obiect  of  the  fathers  of  New-England,  in  the  set- 
tlement of  these  coh^nies,  it  should  never  be  forgotten,  was  the 
enjoy  meat  and  pronaotion  of  the  true  religion.  Thi?  was  their 
unirorm  declaration;  stands  recorded  in  their  public  documents; 
and  is  attested  by  the  whole  histoiy  of  their  characters,  suSeringSi 
laws,  and  institutions.  Had  not  lids  Iteen  their  oltject,  never  had 
they  selected  N'ea-England  as  th'-  spot  for  their  seftkments,  when 
tjlher  parts  of  our  countrj'  hel-l  out  more  inviting  ])rospects  of 
worldly  gnilificution.  Had  not  tills  been  their  oV/jpct ;  had  not 
the  love  of  Christ  constrained  the.n  ;  never  had  they  maintained 
their  purjwse,  amtiist  the  appaliiug  prospects  of  their  first  estab- 
lishaneuis,  while  oilier  colonies,  uuder  more  favourable  auspices, 
tvere  eitiier  abandoned,  ©r  by  a  weak  and  hesiiarlog  policy,  pre- 
served- "  We  have  seen,"  says  JGdge  Marshall;  "  with  what  slow 
j\nd  difUcult  step:.,  the  fu-st  or  southern  colony,  although  supported 
by  individuals  of  great  wealth  and  infiuence  in  the  nation,  ad- 
vanced to  a  firm  aid  secure  estahlisijuieat.  To  a  sln)nger  motive 
than  interest  itseif",  a  motive  founJ  to  be  among  the  most  powerful 
which  can  influence  the  human  rniod,  is  New-Kii^^huid  indebted 
for  its  settlement."  To  the  religious  principle  of  its  founders,  it 
ii  indebted  both  for  ils  settlement,  and  for  its  peculiar  character. 
From  this  principle  it  was,  that  their  laws  were  fnuneJ  with  refer- 
ence to  the  moral  precepts  of  the  gospel,  and  the  administratUm 
of  them  was  committed  to  Christian  prnfessors.  From  this  princi- 
ple, that  they  erected  houses  for  the  worship  of  God,  among  their 
first  and  dearest  concerns  in  the  setiieunent  of  their  towns  ;  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  support  of  the  evangelical  ministry ;  and 
required  of  every  citizen  a  religious  observance  of  the  Sabbath,, 
and  an  habitual  attendance  upon  the  ordinances  of  the  sanctuary. 
From  this  principle,  that  their  magistrates  ami  ministers  maintain- 
ed that  co-operation,  and  afiforded  each  olher  that  suj>port,  which 
were  so  happily  coaducive  to  their  common  object.  From  this 
priuciplc,  that  by  legislative  act,  they  obliged  "  every  town  con- 
sislijig  of  fifty  families,  to  support  a  good  school  selected,  as 
the  teachers  of  their  schools,  men  of  piety,  education  and  influ- 
ence^— men  who,  to  adopt  the  worvis  of  aa  aacient  vote  of  this 
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town,  Tycre  qtjaiifie^l  to  ste;>,  occashMsailj,  i?ito  f!)e  liulpit;**  and! 
inaile  it  a  p^.i  oi'  the  <5'alies  of  their  i^eiect-mea  to  <  fnploy  a  viqi- 
lar.l  Ccirc%  thai  vM  ih^  heaiis  ul"  ^J.^^■uit>s  iau^ht  tl-ri"  chiidrtn  to 
read  ;  instructed  them  in  tlic  pniiri^jJes  uf  reiii^ion,  and  were  fur- 
iiisiitd  with  Bibles,  and  oilier  bool{^-  on  practical  godUiiess."  Fvor^ 
this  principle,  that,  d.-eadin^;  m  iiiiterate  fr/inislry,  when  the 
learned  raiaisters  they  then  enjoye\l  should  sieei)  hi  dust,"  thej 
founded,  among  tlieir  first  laLours,  and  ui'.tier  heavy  bnrdens,  those 
illustrioHS  semiu  iries,  -which,  f'fr  Siirressive  ^e-ir  raiiuus,  have 
"  Dicide  glad  tile  ciiy  ol*  our  Gotl."  Tiie  sa!r«e  prlnciide  also  i'nr- 
Eishea  an  apolocry,  for  that  part  of  iMoir  conduct,  'A  hich  hc'.s  brouijht 
upon  them  th3  hpa\  jest  cen:?iire.  "  Just  escaped  from  persecu- 
tion," it  has  been  Sdld,  "  they  der.»on.-trated  that  it  Wx^s  not  the 
principle,  but  its  a;;|'lication,  Nvhlch  ihty  condemned,  aaJ  hecatn« 
persecutors  therr,5c!ves."  This,  uidf  ss  it  he  uttilerslo*  with  much 
qualilication,  is  most  illiherul  u:id  unionnded.  They  did  eaact 
Jaws  ag:aiusl  the  le-iching  <jf  do^'trlr.eo,  arid  the  aiiherejice  to  prac- 
tices, v^bich  v.eic  subversive  of  t  leir  own.  Leaving  all  rjjeu  to 
entertain  their  own  Ojdnions,  they  yet  required  tbo?e  wh'j  held 
opinions  de:-trucli ve  to  the  vital  principles  of  ti'.eir  commanityj 
either  to  abstain  from  iiiv'ulcHtin^i;  ihein,  or  to  leave  their  jurisdic- 
tion. This,  whatever  maybe  ihou:'ht  of  ihe  exr)eu';ency  of  it, 
ihey  had  the  right  to  ilu.  For  th^^  »>:-:pr(  aS  j)urj)?v?e  of  forining  a 
CO nini unity  accordant  v,ith  Iheir  views  of  tiiep'Spel,  they  came, 
Avitli  immense  expense,  to  these  retirei!  shores.  That  Lhey  might  in- 
terfere with  no  rigNjb  of  iheir  feiio'v  nit-ti  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
design,  tliey  selected  a  part  of  world  that  \vas  unoccupied,  or 
occupiefl  only  by  savages,  of  vvhoni,  by  fair  and  open  purchase, 
they  received  it.  Th.is,  in  the  hi;j;ne<i  sense  wr.s  ibeir  domicile  and 
as  s-:ch  they  reasonably  «iemanded  (sf  their  felh<\v-men,  tijo  privi- 
lege of  enjoyiiig  it  for  the  pur-KJSes  foi*  winch  tn.^y  possessed  it. 
But  in  the  year  Ibjb,  a  number  of  jyersons,  of  the  deiiomiuation  of 
Quakers,  for  the  {jurnose,  as  there  is  reason  to  belie',  e,  of  tramp- 
liug  upon  the  re!i:iion-5  order  of  tne  coiofdei,  came  from  England 
to  31.i.ssachu5elt3  ;  and  immedi.dely  be  -  ^n,  in  the  most  public  niaii- 
Dcr,  to  revi'a  iioth  tlie  ministry  and  tfte  magistracy  ;  to  dienounce 
them  .13  a  system  of  imposture  and  tyranny  ;  and  to  tb.reatea  lh« 
severest  juilgrnent  cf  heaven  upon  the  jteople  if  they  did  not  aban- 
don them.  Their  contiact  was  in  some  instances  an  inioterabio 
outrage,  Qot  ocly  upon  eslablhh'jd  '  r-.l-c-,  but  upon  t^omn-oa  deccB- 


1» 

cy.  The  penalties  of  the  laws  were  accordingly  enforced,  bj 
the  infliction  of  fines,  im.»ri3onineut,  ilageliaUou,  or  batiisiMuent^ 
accordint;  to  the  agzravaiion  of  ihe  odVnce  ;  and  when  thrse  were 
fuuntl  inelTeCtual,  a  law  was  enacted  that  **any  Quaker,  returning 
froiiibaniihment,  to  renew  his  oaeuces  ay;  linat  the  peace  of  the  col- 
ony, should  be  punished  with  death."  Under  this  law,  several  were 
executed.  This  is  a  matter  of  regret.  So  it  seems  to  have  been 
viewetl  by  our  fathers  themselves  ;  for,  in  each  of  the  colonies,  the 
law  was  soon  repealed,  or  was  not  etij;»rced.  Yet  it  should  be 
remembered  that  those  who  were  ;uin's:ied,  either  capitaily  or  ia 
any  other  form,  in  consequence  of  their  reli<iu»n,  suffered,  not  di- 
rectly for  their  religion,  but  for  their  disiuri)ance  of  the  pni'iic 
peace,  and  their  infraction  of  the  first  principles  of  the  eslabhshed 
government.  ■  -  , 

New-Endand  has  furnished  an  interesting  e^iperiment  in  the 
history  of  society,  A  civil  community  formed  upon  the  prKici- 
pies,  and  with  a  view  to  the  promotion  of  the  gos  lel,  the  world 
before  had  never  seen.  Christiauity  had  only  been  introduced 
into  countries  where  civil  government  had  previously  been  estab- 
lished, and  had  been  obliged  to  conform  he/ self,  as  tar  as  her  gen- 
ius would  allow,  to  existing  regulations.  But  here  Christianity 
herself,  except  with  the  imperfection  common  to  good  men,  dicta- 
ted the  laws,  established  the  institutions,  formed  the  principles^ 
and  siiaped  the  m  anners  of  the  community.  The  result,  except  as 
it  h^s  been  gradually  counteracted,  and  at  last  very  generally 
overpowered  by  other  principles,  is  before  the  world  ;  and  we 
may  now  confidently  place  it  beside  the  result  of  the  btst  policy 
"which  worldly  men  have  ever  ado{»ted,  and  say,  "  their  rock  is 
not  as  our  rock,  our  enemies  themselves  being  judges." 

The  leading  men,  employed  ia  the  colonization  of  New-Eng- 
Und,  were  sjch  as  God  had  eminently  qualKjed  for  tlie  holy 
and  arduous  enterprise.  Tiiat  they  were  good  men,  honestly  en- 
gaiied  in  promoting  the  interests  of  religion,  few  persons  would 
hesitate  to  admit.  The  character  of  greatness,  however,  they  are 
not  so  generally  thought  to  have  possessed.  Many  insist  that  they 
"We.e  vveak,  enthusiastic,  aud,higoied  men.  To  this  impressfon 
the  unha[>py  occurrences,  v\hich  mark  the  early  history  of  New- 
England  on  the  sul  ject  of  witchcraft,  have  mainly  coutribute3." 
Tiiose  occurrences  were,  intleed,  the  euect  of  a  po[!u!ar  delusion — 
SI  dehision  however  which  was  by  no  means  peculiar  to  iSe^-Eng:- 
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land,  but  prevailed  throughout  the  Britisli  dominions,  and  was  couii»' 
tendnced  ^-y  such  men  as  Keeble,  and  Sir  Matthe^Y  Haie,and  Bax- 
ter—-a  dv'^lusioQ  in  this  country  was  soon  exphxhrd,  and  the 
tragical  scenes  of  which  were  sooa  deeply  and  almost  universally  ' 
lamented — a  delusion,  moreover,  in  which  the  fathers  of  New.Eng- 
lan<l  were  not  in  the  smallest  degree  concerned,  as  it  did  not  be^ 
gin  its  reign  till  sixty  yeai-s  after  the  settlement  of  the  country, 
when  they  were  resting  ia  their  graves.  That  the  founders  of 
these  colonies  were  witliout  error  and  imperfection ;  that  in  their 
novel  scheme  of  polity,  all  their  enactments,  and  especially  their 
penal  statutes,  were  wise  ;  that  in  an  age  when  the  principles  of 
religious  toleration  were  but  very  imjterfectly  uridc^r^t^xi  or  |*mc- 
tised,  they  in  no  degree  departed  from  them ;  or  that  their  treat- 
ment of  the  natives  was,  in  no  instances,  an  unjiistitiable  retribu- 
tion of  the  inhumanities  under  which  they  groaned,  ii  would  be 
weakness  to  pretend.  Rut  that  they  had  a  fuU  share .  of^^^^^ 
tiaguishf'd  io  mental  as  well  as  moral  greatness,  13  mamfest  t>y 
what  they  did,  aud  has  never  been  questioned  by  those  who  have 
been  acquainted  with  thoir  history.  The  names  of  Bradford,  Wio- 
throp,  Haynes,  E.iton,  and  Hopkins,  would  honour  the  magistracy 
of  any  country.  Cotton,  Hooker,  and  Daven()ori,  were  among  the 
first  luminaries  of  the  church  in  their  day.  Nor  were  Shephard,  El- 
liot, Stone,  and  oliiers  far  behind  them.  Several  of  them  had  en- 
joyed tlie  best  advaiit  iges  of  edueaiion  which  England  aflbrded,  and 
were  conspicuous  among  their  coteciporaries  in  public  lite,  before 
their  removal.  But  the  highest  possible  recommendation  of  our 
ancestors,  both  in  public  and  private  life,  was  their  undissembied 
piety.  They  received  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it.  They  preferred 
tlie  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer  above  their  chief  joy.  In  devoted 
oi>edience  to  his  will  they  committed  themselves,  with  cheerful 
confidence,  to  his  protec  tion.  They  were  eminently  men  of  pray- 
er. They  were  united  to  each  other  in  the  strictest  bonds  of  af- 
fection, and  incorruptible  faith  and  integrity  marked  their  habitu- 
al iaierco'irse  with  all  men.  "  These  Engiisiimen,"  saiii  the  ma^ 
gistrute  of  Holland  concerning  Mr.  Robinson's  congregation, "  have 
li^ed  among  us  these  twelve  years,  and  we  never  hod  one  suit  or 
action  come  ngainst  them."  Aud  concerning  the  early  character 
of  the  colonies,  an  eminent  rai'iister,  in  a  discourse  before  the 
House  of  Lords  and  Commons,  s  dd,  "  I  have  lived  in  a  country 
seven  years,  and  all  that  time  I  c€V£r  heard  one  profane  oath  ; 
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and  an  tbat  time  I  npvcr  did  see  a  rasn  dnmk  in  that  land.^' 
Kor  wn3  their  benevolence  less  distinguished.  The  nature  of 
their  enterprise  evinced  an  ardor  of  pubiic  ?;>irit  which  has  rarelj 
been  exceeded,  and  their  disinterested  z«^al  characterizes  their 
general  history.  In  public  and  private  charities  Gov.  Winthrop 
spent  the  greater  part  of  a  rich  inheritance.  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  Mr.  Hooker,  and  others  who  brmight  estates  with  them, 
expended  a  large  proportion  of  them  in  tbe  same  manner.  The 
people  generally,  as  they  had  ability,  gave  to  those  who  vrere  in 
need.  Nor  was  their  charity  limited  to  their  own  community. 
Even  in  their  deep  poverty  and  multiplied  aftlictions,  contribntionsj 
TFere  raised  by  individual  ccngregCiticn?  for  the  suffering  upon 
Long  Island,  and  in  the  Vs^'est  Indies,  to  nn  amount,  which  would 
ROW  be  honourable,  on  similar  occasions,  to  our  wealthiest  con- 
gregations. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  virtues  and  the  valour  of  our 
fathers,  he  must  be  wilfuliy  blind,  who  is  not  prepared  to  lift  his 
heart  to  God,  and  say,  They  got  not  the  land  in  possession  by 
their  own  s\\ord,  neither  did  their  own  arm  save  them,  but  tliy 
right  hand,  and  thine  arm,  and  the  light  ef  thy  countenance,  be- 
cause thou  hadst  a  favour  tov,ards  them."  His  providence,  in  the 
establishment  and  preservation  of  the  New-England  States,  has 
been  illustriously  maniftst.  '^i'he  very  policy  of  their  enemies  has 
been  mrsteriously  emplovt  d  for  this  end.  As  in  ancient  days  He 
hardened  the  heart  of  Pharaoh,  to  shew  forth  his  power  and  glory 
in  the  redemption  of  his  people,  so,  for  similar  purposes,  he  har- 
dened the  hearts  of  England's  proud  monarchs  and  prelates. 
Their  oppressive  acts  were  the  sword  by  which  he  drove  our  an- 
cestors from  their  pleasant  seats  into  tliis  howling  wilderness,  that 
he  might  prepare  them  a  city ;  and  so  far  as  we  can  perceive^ 
were  tlie  only  means  by  which  so  great  a  portion  of  his  church 
and  members  of  such  wealih,  talents,  and  worth,  and  these  united! 
to  each  other  by  sucli  kindred  viev>s,  habits,  and  affections,  a3 
were  necessary  to  lay  the  foundation  of  these  colonies,  wouki 
have  been  induced  to  the  arduous  enterprise.  To  the  same  won- 
der-working hand  must  it  be  ascribed  thst  room  was  prepared  for 
them,  by  a  desolating  pestilence  among  the  native  occu{)ants  of 
the  soil  ;  and  that  such  were  the  friecdiy  dispositions  towards- 
them  of  some  of  the  Indi.in  tribes  :  such  the  mutual  animosities  of 
»lher3  ;  and  such  the  disclosnrps  of  Ih*^  various  hostile  designs 
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ifrhich  froril  one  spps^m  to  anotlier  ^ve^e  formed  ;  that  f  here  wa5 
ijo  gnieiai  con?' :j::'iicri  ri  tho^-e  m  m<-rous  an«l  dreadl'u!  foes/ 
agaiust  ti  e  coU  iii<«,  lill  iroie  Uan  lotj  years  afier  the  stttle- 
D.enls  vere  btgur  vl  f  n  tl  f  v  had  rrquirtcl  ni  n  1  ers  arid  strergtU 
for  an  ety<-ctual  re?is:;-r,ce.  &^e\trnl  wonderful  intrifcsitirrs  of 
providetire  in  their  eiirly  l  is'ory  i^ere  n  cnticned  \v  a  prfci  dirg 
part  of  ibe  discoui-se.  Otitis  right  be  add.ed.  Eut  1  must  pass 
on  to  r€ mark,  that  srnrctiv  the  power  d  their  dcnieslic 
enemies  broken,  when  others  nx  re  distant  were  raided  up,  to 
furnish  other  occasions  ol"  prayerrui  dej  er.deiice  and  ad.;  iring  grat- 
itude. More  than  tLree  (;uarHrs  f*f  a  century,  c(  mnieccing  with 
the  year  1C89,  these  c^'lonies  were  atl'ected  by  every  war  be- 
tween the  rival  nalio!is  of  Great  Fritain  and  France.  The  latter 
having  ea/ly  planted  a  colony  in  Canada,  and  thence  to  the  west, 
and  souii),  extended  her  fortrfsses  almost  to  the  mouth  c»f  ti  e  Mis- 
sissippi, aimed  at  the  S'iijngntirn  of  the  Eritish  Colonies,  end  for 
Um  purpose  associated  to  their  arniics  the  great  body  of  the  sava- 
ges l)ordering  upon  our  frotitiers  The  i5u{Tering,  which  resulted  to 
thecoionifs  fn^m  this  ct  mbii:ati(  n,  T\a?  in  mense.  Fy  the  rt  <;u!ar 
attacks  of  the  French  on  the  orie  hand,  and  tiie  solitary  ambush- 
mcnts  of  the  natives  on  the  other,  they  v  ere  kept  in  a  state  of 
almost  unceasing  agitation.  Abroad,  their  efjective  forces  were 
called  to  meet  an  embodif  d  foe,  nn»l  at  h^me,  "  the  labourer  at 
at  his  work,  the  slumheror  on  his  I  ed,  and  the  congregation  at 
their  worsh.ip,  were  attack'^tl' and  destroyed.''  And  when  by  the 
reduction  of  Canada,  and  the  p^zce  of  17K3,  this  scourge  was  re- 
moved, another  and  one  more  alarming  was  [M-eparing.  Soon  after 
the  peace  Great  Britian  adopted  towards  this  country  a  system  of 
policy,  subversive  of  some  of  its  most  important  rights.  Vv'itfci 
"V\'hat  firm  and  linitotl  oppo-iiion  it  was  rret,  and  with  what  vast 
difTicu-t}',  various  disasters,  and  iinmeasundde  su  Jering,  tb.e  strug- 
gle was  sustained,  the  fathers,  'who  ye*  live,  better  know 
than  I  can  relate.  F>u[  He,  who  had  been  our  heljier  frooi  the  tie- 
ginning,  terminated  tbie  struggle  at  length,  in  tbe  esialdisi  ment  of 
our  Independence;  and  by  a  presiding  Influence,  scarcely  lesa 
Tvonderful  and  gracious,  nnite{l  the  several  Americao  States,  un- 
der their  present  Constitution  in  a  free  and  i'.appy  Repucllc. 

All  these  providential  interpositions,  it  deserves  to  be  remarked, 
have  been  in  answer  to  prayer.  "  As  an  inhabitant  of  New-Eng-. 
land,  I  am  boun<l  to  dcr!ar^',"  srid  the  late  President  Dw  ight,  m 
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a  discourse  on  the  efrcr.cy  of  prajer,  "  ihixi  %verf>  there  no  oihtt 
instance?  to  be  tbund  in  v.riy  country,  the  blessings  coo'iirunicated 
to  til!  would  furnish  ample  satisfaction  concerning;  this  sulject, 
to  every  sober,  and  much  more  lo  every  pious  man."  Ovr fathers 
irusicd  in  God  and  nerc  not  ccnji  vndtd,  tiu^  cried  tinio  lain  and 
were  delivered. 

To  that  Iocs:  suffering  goodness  of  God,  \vhich  phmted  and  has 
hitherto  sustaine;!  the  New -England  church,  that  part  of  it  to 
T\hich  \N  e  more  especially  belong,  has  from  the  first  been  peculiar- 
ly indebted.    This  town  was  settled  by  sooieof  tlie  original  plan- 
ters at  Hartford.    It  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1640.  The. 
same  year  the  church  was  formed,  and  about  that  time  Blr.  Roger 
Newton  was  installed  its  first  Pastor,  and  frtm  that  time  to  the 
present,  the  inhalutants  of  the  society  have  reiaained,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  of  o^:e  denomination,  and  hJLve  worshipi>ed  in 
one  sanctuary.    After  the  expiration  of  nine  years,  Mr.  Newton, 
for  reasons  nov--  unknown^  was  removed  to  the  chiiicb  at  3tliii't>ru, 
and  Mr.  Sami^el  [jooker,  son  of  t'r.e  celebrated  Thomas  Hooker 
of  Hartfv>rd,  succeeded  him  in  this  ploce,  and  continued  the  much 
esteemed  pastor  of  the  church  forty  years,  till  his  death.  Upon 
that  afflicting  event,  followed  a  sharp  contention  relative  to  a 
successor,  which,  for  ten  years,  powerfully  agitated  the  whole  so- 
ciety ;  till  at  lejigth  they  were  ha[»|>ily  agreed  in  Mr.  Samuel. 
V/hitman,  who  was  settled  in  the  year  1706,  and  continued  rr>uch 
respected,  as  an  able  divine,  and  a  useful  Pastor,  45  years  ;  when 
he  was  removed  by  death.    The  year  following,  the  church  and 
society  received  with  great  unanimity  and  joy«  as  his  successor, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Pitkin,  whom,  venerated  for  his  distinguished  piety 
and  usefulness,  we  followed  not  long  since  to  the  grave.  For 
iundry  reasons,  and  particularly  want  of  health,  i\lr.  Pitkin,  after 
thirty-three  years  of  zealous  and  faithful  labour  in  the  ministry, 
was,  at  his  own  earnest  solicitation,  dismissed  ;  and  after  the  two 
succeeding  years  the  Rev.  ]Mr.  Olcott  was  ordained  in  his  place. 
But  this  was  done  amidst  a  zealous  opposition,  and  such  was  the  in- 
crease of  that  opposition  afterwards,  fhat  in  1791,  by  the  advice  of 
an  Ecclesiastical  council  mutually  agreed  on,  although  iathe  opin- 
ion of  the  council  "  JMr.  Olcott  w  as  a  good,  faithful,  and  able  min- 
ister of  the  gospel,"  he  was  di^mi^sed.  'And  what  disunion,  alter- 
cation, and  danger  of  hopeless  dissension  ensued,  until  the  year 
numbers  here  present  well  rcaicmber.    That  year  the  Great 
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Shej^hierd  or  Israel  sent  the  lieloved  Mr,  W^hharo,  as  ao  angei 
of  peace,  and  with  liim  the  Spirit  of  peace  and  consolation,  to  "  feed 
his  flock  in  i:reen.  pastures,  and  lead  (hem  forth  besi^le  fhe  still  wa- 
fers."'' His  useful  ministry  was  termicated  by  the  very  afflicting 
€vent  of  his  death  in  the  year  1805,  and  in  the  fortieth  year  of 
HU  ag€.  The  number  of  communicants  now  belonging  to  this 
church,  and  residing  among  us,  is  about  two  hundred  :  of  wbona 
but  ftfteeo  are  found  who  joined  it  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Pit- 
\m  ;  but  one,  under  that  of  Mr.  Olcott ;  end  but  seventy  of  the 
large  number,  who  joined  it  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Washburn. 
Of  the  unmixed  natives  belonging  to  this  town,  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  last,  in  the  male  line,  was  buried  yesterday,  while  the  on- 
ly surviving  female  stood,  trembling  with  age,  by  the  side  of  the 
grave.  Two  centuries  have  made  a  complete  change  of  the  ia- 
Ihabitaftte. 

'  It  is  with  painful  sensation  that  the  serious  mind  turns  from 
'this  vte-w  of  the  divine  goodness  towards  New-Engiand,  to  its 
present  degeneracy.  Its  glory  is  not  indeed  utterly  departed; 
the  toils  and  prayers  of  our  ancestors,  that  the  righteousness  of 
faith  might  be  transmitted  to  their  posterity,  have  uot  been  lost ; 
their  spirit,  in  successive  generations,  has  rested  upon  a  multitude 
of  their  descendants.  After  se?isons  of  general  declension,  the 
Lord  has  gloriously  appeared  in  the  revival  of  his  work  ;  so  that 
at  this  day,  after  al!  the  demoralizing  influence  of  war  ;  the  bit- 
terness of  political  dissension ;  the  distractions  of  proselyting 
7eal  ;  and  the  deluge  of  Infidel  philosophy,  which  have  been  sue- 
-<:e3sively  employed  to  abolish  every  vestige  of  the  character  and 
labours  of  the  puritans,  there  yet  remains  a  host  worthy  of  being 
called  their  sons.  Under  their  labours  the  religion  of  our  fore- 
fathers now  is,  as  for  the  last  thirty  years  it  has  been,  extensively 
revived  ;  is  transmitted  with  our  wide  spreading  emigrations  to 
the  northern  and  western  settlements  of  our  country  ;  and  is  suc- 
cessfully proclaimed  to  many  of  the  heathen,  "  both  far  off,  and 
near."  Still,  amidst  what  declensions,  what  divisions,  what  im- 
pieties and  immoralities,  does  this  state  of  things  exist !  As  a  com- 
munity, how  different  is  our  character  from  that  of  the  pilgrims  I 
Could  they  have  imagined  that  within  two  centuries  after  their 
flight  to  these  shores,  for  the  express  purpose  of  advancing  the 
Christian  faith,  the  very  churches  which  they  first  formed,  would 
-bave  "  denied  the  Lord  that  bought  them     that  gectariaa  aru- 


'ifcasitic3  -would  hare  shaken  other?,  in  every  part  of  the  coinmii-. 
nity,  to  their  fouadatioas  ?  that  the  fH(aily  altars  which  they  erect- 
ed would  every  where,  and  by  the  great  body  of  their  desceudcintg, 
be  neglected  ?  that  tlie  Sdbbath  would,  io  all  places,  and  with  no 
opposition,  be  publicly  violated  ?  that  profaneness,  intemperance, 
lewdness,  and  most  other  formi  of  atrocious  and  polluting  vice, 
would  triumph  over  legal  restraint  ?   that  the  magistracy  itself 
vould  in  many  instances  be  conferred  upon  unprincipled  and  im- 
jnoral  men  ?  that  the  foundations  which  they  laid  for  the  support  of 
an  able,  evangelical  ministry  would  extensively  be  broken  up  ?  and 
in  short,  that  the  great,  comnianding  interest  of  New-England9 
would  so  soon  be  exchanged  from  d  religious  to  a  worldly  interest  ? 
Could  they  now  witness  the  change  with  the  feelings  which  be- 
long to  flesh  and  blood,  what  would  be  their  emotions  ?  And  with 
what  feelmgs  may  God  himself  be  supposed  to  say  to  this,  as  be 
said  to  his  ancient  Israel,  I  rctJiembcr  the  kindness  of  ihy  yoidh  ; 
the  love  of  thine  £spou.saL\  when  thou  Tvenlest  after  me  in  the  nildcr*. 
ness  !  and  with  force  to  remonstrate,   JVhat  iniquily  have  yo^ar 
fathers  found  in       ih'Jt  ye  are  gone  fir  from  me,  and  have  walked 
cficr  vanilyy  and  are  become  tain  ?  Hive  I  been  a  nilderness  unto 
Israel  ?  a  land  of  darknss  ?  Wherefore  say  my  people^  we  are  lords  ; 
p'e  nill  cotne  no  more  to  thee  2 

iVly  Brethren  and  Friends,  would  you  avert  the  woes  to  which 
a  baclislidden  people  is  always  exposed,  and  transmit  to  your 
posterity,  the  blessings  which  your  forefathers  provided  for  you^ 
imbibe  their  spirit,  and  imitate  their  example.  Affectionately 
receive,  and  "  earnestly  coaten.l  for,  the  faith  occe  delivered  to 
the  saints,"  and  through  your  pious  ancestors  now  delivered  to 
you.  Let  your  conversation  be  such  as  becomes  this  faith  ;  your 
example  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  ;  your  daily  in- 
tercourse exhibit  the  piety,  the  probity,  the  sincerity,  the  good 
will  of  your  progenitors.  From  the  earliest  moments  of  capacity, 
let  your  children  be  taught,  in  the  family  and  the  school,  to  fear 
God,  to  dread  sin,  and  to  value  the  blessings  of  the  gospel,  as 
their  supreme  good.  Teach  them  to  study  the  scriptures,  to  direct 
their  early  prayers  to  God,  to  remember  the  Sabbath,  and  to  rev- 
erence the  sanctuary.  For  this  purpose,  shew  them  that  yoa 
yourselves  consider  prayer  a  privilege  j  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  and 
the  holy  of  the  Lord  honourable.  Teach  them  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  form  and  the  Bpirit  of  religioc  j  and  for  thi$  purpoi* 
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tie  yourselves  living  images  of  Him  who  was  hoTy.  harmless,  ua> 
defiled,  aDu  separate  from  sliinera.  Uphold  the  laws,  enacted  in 
be  tter  uaj-s,  to  u[)ho!d  religion  aiid  virtue.  Seek,  my  Brethren, 
the  peace  of  the  cliurch.  M;  intain  its  discipline.  Promote  its 
purity.  Be  faitb.ful  to  each  other.  Be  frequent  in  your  consulta- 
tions for  the  revival  of  religion  ;  and  under  a  deep  conviction 
that  "  except  the  Lord  huild  the  house,  they  laboui-  in  vain  that 
build  it;"  be  frequent  and  fervent  in  your  supplications  that  He 
would  pour  out  his  Spirit,  and  with  mighty  power,  revive  his  work* 
Believe  that  this  LTeat  thing  may  be.  Believe  on  the  Lord 
your  God,  so  shall  ye  be  e3tah]i3hcd.  Believe  his  holy  prophets, 
so  shall  ye  prosper."  Be  steadfast,  uamoveable,.  always  abound- 
ing in  the  Vrork  of  the  Lord,  so  your  labour  shall  not  be  in  vain  in 
the  Lord.  Be  followers  of  tlie  pilgrims,  and  soon  shall  you  join 
them,  resting  in  glory,  and  transmit  to  your  children  the  most 
valuable  inheritar.iee  hitherto  cllotted  to  ir;<in. 
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